PRAGMATISM

CHAPTEE I

THE  GENESIS   OF  PRAGMATISM

THERE is a curious impression to-day in the world
of thought that Pragmatism is the most audacious

of philosophic novelties, the most anarchical trans-
valuation of all respectable traditions. Sometimes
it is pictured as an insurgence of emotion against
logic, sometimes as an assault of theology upon the

integrity of Pure Reason. One day it is described
as the reckless theorizing of dilettanti whose know-
ledge of philosophy is too superficial to recjuire
refutation, the next as a transatlantic importation
of the debasing slang of the Wild West. Abroad
it is frequently denounced as an outbreak of the
sordid commercialism of the Anglo-Saxon mind.

All these ideas are mistaken.    Pragmatism is
neither a revolt against philosophy nor a revolution